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rather than eliminate the risk of failure to achieve business objectives, and can
provide only reasonable and not absolute assurance against material misstatement or
loss.

The Corporation has delegated the day-to-day responsibility to the Principal, as
Accounting Officer, for maintaining a sound system of internal control that supports
the achievement of the College’s policies, aims and objectives, whilst safeguarding
the public funds and assets for which he is personally responsible, in accordance with
the responsibilities assigned to him in the Financial Memorandum between
Chelmsford College and the funding bodies. He is also responsible for reporting to the
Corporation any material weaknesses or breakdowns in internal control.

The purpose of the system of internal control

The system of internal control is designed to manage risk to a reasonable level rather
than to eliminate all risk of failure to achieve policies, aims and objectives; it can
therefore only provide reasonable and not absolute assurance of effectiveness. The
system of internal control is based on an ongoing process designed to identify and
prioritise the risks to the achievement of College policies, aims and objectives, to
evaluate the likelihood of those risks being realised and the impact should they be
realised, and to manage them efficiently, effectively and economically. The system of
internal control has been in place in Chelmsford College for the year ended 31 July
2018 and up to the date of approval of the annual report and accounts.

Capacity to handle risk

The Corporation has reviewed the key risks to which the College is exposed together
with the operating, financial and compliance controls that have been implemented to
mitigate those risks. The Corporation is of the view that there is a formal ongoing
process for identifying, evaluating and managing the College’s significant risks that
has been in place for the period ending 31 July 2018 and up to the date of approval of
the annual report and accounts. This process is regularly reviewed by the
Corporation.

The risk and control framework

The system of internal control is based on a framework of regular management
information, administrative procedures including the segregation of duties, and a
system of delegation and accountability. In particular, it includes:

e comprehensive budgeting systems with an annual budget, which is reviewed
and agreed by the governing body

e regular reviews by the governing body of periodic and annual financial reports
which indicate financial performance against forecasts

e setting targets to measure financial and other performance
e clearly defined capital investment control guidelines
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