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Our open
evenings
will teach
you more

OMETIMES we're

canfronted by too many

choices. It can feel

overwhelming and, as a

consequence, we might
put off making a decision
altogether.

In the context of education its
hard enough working cut what
vou want to study sometimes, let
alone pairing that with possible
career options, checking you've
met entry requirements and then
finding sormeons who offers what
vou actually want to learn.

Statistically, 744,000 young
peaple chose to study at a college
last year, compared with 433,000
choosing to stay on at school.

Employers view 17- to
16-year-old college leavers as
better prepared for work than
school leavers of the same age (71
per cent compared with & per
centh.

When the end goal is often to
get the best job - choosing a
college makes sensa.

Choosing to study in a college
gives you an entirely different
experience of education to date.

You get the freedom and
independence of organising
vourself and gain valuahble,
“interpersonal” skills of
confidence, resilience, improved
communication, teamwork and
consideration of others.

These skills come from
adapting to a new environment,
being treated like an adult and
meeting new people.

There are many colleges — but
how do you know how to pick a
good ane?

Just like an exercise in class
vou need to gather information
to compare and contrast, to
inform your decizsion-making.

Chelmsford College has &
handy worksheet so you can
COMPATE YOUT options maore
easily.

There's also a checklist, with
the most crucial questions to
ask, which i= available from
www.chelmsford.ac.uk
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Why Chelmsford College could be the

SEMSE OF TOGETHERMESS: Public services students canoeing

the right college isn't just about
the facts and figures.

It's about how a place makes
you feel and what it can offer
ol

Maost places can take you from
A to B, but if vou're not having
fun on the way, you're missing
aut.

There are two short vears
hetween baing 16 and 18 and
they're gone in a blink.

It's important to make the
right choice so you can make the
muost of that eritical time and
then launch into what you want
to do next.

It's also important to have fun,
to make friends and to get the
suppaort you need, when you
need it

Attending an open evening is
the easiest way to see if you click
with a place.

e

LEARMING THEIR TRADE: Lavel 2 painting and decorating students

A YoulGov survey
commissioned by WFM
Education found the most
influential factor when selecting
a Further Education or Higher
Education institution is the open
day.

It's easy to get wooed by &
glossy brochure but it's not until
vou mest the people and see for
vourself that you get a trus sanse
of how a place feels.

If you can picture yourself
feeling at home and having the
time of your life, then vou've
found the winner.

Andy Sparks, principal of
Chelmsford College, said: “We
hold a minimuom of four
Showcase open evenings
throughout the year because we
know how important it is for
prospective students and parents
to see for themselves what our
college is like.
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“You get to meet tutors, find
out more about your options and
have all your questions answerad
in one go.

“There really is no substitute
for having a look around.

“It's alse inspiring hecanse
you can see the quality of work
which our current students are
producing.”

Mareco leiek, director of
learner development and
inclusion at Chelmsford Collegs,
=ays it's important to ask
questions about the other
aspects of student life too.

Marco said: "85 per cent of our
college courses include wrips
which provide a valuahle insight
into an aspect of the subject
being studied.

“4part from being fun and
getting out of the classroom, this
adds depth and variety to
learning something and can
really help students to
understand a topicina
particular context.”

Meil Daniels, catering
manager at the college, added:
“We provide a free breakfast to
students getting inte college
between Ham and 9am Tuesday
te Friday and between 9am and
l0am on a Monday

“We know some students come
from outside the county and
athers like to get here early, =0
we like wo look after them, that
way they can meet their friends
and share hreakfast together
before their course starts.”

Clive Lizsaman, learning
coach co-ordinator and
facilitator for the Learner Voice
at Chelmsford College, =aid:
“Learner Yoice is an important
part of college life.

“Students get to have their say

about the things that matter to
them - in effect, it's a continual
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process of listening to our
customers, hearing what they
say and then taking action then
evaluating what we do s0 we are
constantly refining and
developing our college services
to meet our students’ needs "

Chelmsford College currently
has ahout 3,500 students and
more than two thirds of
progpective students who visita
Showcase Open Evening sign up
to start in September

Chelmsford College students

often carve a strong path in their

chosen carears.

Zoe Simmans, & catering
student, competed in the BBC
TV show MasterChef, and Skye
Fulcher studied Level 3 VREQ
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perfect place for

Patisserie and Confactionery and
has now decided to pursue a
career in food journalism and
has been accepted to read
English literature at the
University of Buckingham.

Nathan Blore studied a Level 3
course in Information
Technology, passed with flying
colours and is now undertaking
a Higher Apprenticeship with
Deloitte,

The college also offers a
“post-results service™ whereby i
your plans change after vou get
your GCSE results or you get
different results to what you
were expecting you have an
opportunity to review your
aspirations and see if there’s a
different way to achieve them.

Flexihility is ke

Ultimately, what you decide to
do next at 16 is up to youw. You
might want to keep your options
open oF know exactly what you
want to achieve and have a
meticulous career route mapped
out alresdy. People can offer
advice, but the most important
thing i= to turn up to the open
days and see for vourself

The next showease open
evening to enrol for Septembsar
will be an Monday from Gpm to
B.A0pm, where all threae
campuszes will be ready to
weloome you. You can book to
attend or just turn up. Visit
www.chelmsford.acuk for more
information.
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CAREER PATHS MAPPED OUT: In the classroom at Chelmsford College




