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CELEBRATING SUCCESS AT

CHELMSFORD COLLEGE

It's been a busy year for Chelmsford College, there’s a lot to celebrate...

From being awarded “Good” by
Ofsted to a pass rate of 95%; ranking
top of the national league tables by FE
Week for 16-18 learner progression
(students getting a job or going onto
Further/Higher Education); student
George Fox collecting the Highly
Commended Award in National
Entrepreneur of the Year from HRH The
Duke of York and Peter Jones CBE; a
high profile visit from Vicky Ford MP;
National Apprenticeship Week 2018;
recognition from the Cabinet Office for
Chelmsford College’s Active Citizens;
Catering students winning a
competition at Hotelympia; trips to
New York, Milan and the World Travel
Market; guest speakers and lecturers;
receiving the Sustainable Travel award
for the fourth year running and film
promos in the Chelmsford Film Festival
and Arts and Cultural Festival. Overall,

~— ™

Tanya Gower and Lauren Prosser

e

it's been a notable year of progress.
Progress is what it's all about at
Chelmsford College. We praise
achievements during Celebration
Week, but we also reflect and
acknowledge the crucial progress our
students have made, from when
they've joined us to the moment they
collect their completion certificates
and awards.

Everyone starts from a different point.
Whilst it's easy to generalise and say
students joining us will have their
GCSEs behind them, every student
starts with an individual set of
circumstances. Some have yet to find
their feet and develop confidence,
others may have additional support
needs or suffer from anxiety. Some
students may feel independent and
self-assured but be facing challenging
circumstances at home. College is a
whole new world for students who've
spent 11+ years in a school
environment.

Part of the reason staff and students
were elated to be awarded "Good” by
Ofsted in February this year was
because the report highlighted the
individual attention students receive
and commended the highly inclusive
culture and sense of community at

the College.

Andy Sparks, Principal of Chelmsford
College said “We have made
enormous strides since our last
inspection. We've seen many changes
at Chelmsford College and driven new
measures to constantly improve our
standards of teaching, leadership and
management.”

Caroline Williams, Deputy Principal
said “Ofsted validated our College’s
success. It highlighted our student and
apprentices’ success and
acknowledged the care we are proud
to have in place to nurture and unlock
our students’ potential.”

On her official visit in March, Vicky Ford
MP said "l was extremely impressed by
Chelmsford College.”

Over the course of Celebration Week
at the College there will be around
1,500 certificates awarded. Progress
and outstanding contribution are
recognised and celebrated in addition
to completion.

Principal Andy Sparks says “It's a real joy
to celebrate the progress our students
have made every year. Qualifications are
important, but we also recognise how
important confidence, positive attitude
and work related skills are in our
students’ success.”
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“QOur students
should be very
proud of the
commitment they’ve
shown by investing
in themselves,
pursuing their
dreams and
consistently taking
action to make their
dreams a reality.”

Andy Sparks, Principal of Chelmsford College

There have been many changes in
education this year. New subjects have
been launched, reinvestments into
College facilities are underway and
teaching improvements are made year
on year. We've taken part in Jobs and
Skills Fairs, open days, fun days and
fundraised for community and national
causes. We've had pop-up shops,
money metrics, health talks, sports
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Deputy Principal Caroline Williams

challenges, bootcamps, bake offs and
fancy dress days.

This year a new qualification, British
Values was introduced and overall, the
collective pass rate was 98.8%. Work
Related Experience is an essential part
of individuals’ study programmes and
employers have also been invited into
College to share their insights into
industry as part of a progression fair,
including local schools and College
students.

This year the College has awarded five
Honorary Awards for individuals’
outstanding contributions to the
College, their industry or specialist
subject. The Honorary Winners were
Graham Horwood, of Hairways for his
outstanding support with employability
sessions for level 2 and 3 students;
Tom Pryor of Spring Broth, for his
outstanding contribution to students
with employment opportunities and
commercial advice; Edith Miller of the
Chelmsford Arts and Cultural Festival
for her outstanding contribution to Arts
and Culture in Chelmsford; Sara
Robson, Schools Sports Partnership
Co-ordinator for Chelmsford for her
outstanding support in enabling
students with volunteering projects and
Jackson King of Tui Airlines, a former
student who successfully gained
employment with Tui as Cabin Crew
and has inspired students with his talks
on employability.

In summary, Principal Andy Sparks says
“Throughout the year there are
numerous examples of when someone,
whether that's a member of staff,
student, employer, parent or supplier
has gone the extra mile. We don't
always get to see their generosity of
spirit firsthand, but we can take a
moment to acknowledge that it's the

combined effort of everyone making a
difference which contributes to and
results in our students’ success.

“Celebration Week
is an incredibly
important aspect of
College life.”

Andy Sparks, Principal of Chelmsford College

“We urge our students, friends, family
and employers who've supported them
to take stock and join us in celebrating
their success.”

Celebration Week ran from Monday 18
June until Friday 22 June at
Chelmsford College. Follow
facebook.com/ChelmsfordCollege and
twitter.com/ChelmsfordCol
#ChelmsfordSuccess to see highlights
from each of the 13 award ceremonies.

“This award was
completely
unexpected. | am
honoured. Being
here today and
seeing young
people achieving is
amazing.”

Edith Miller, Trustee of Chelmsford Arts
and Cultural Festival
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Dan Baker, Lecturer in Media with Edith Miller, Honorary Award Winner
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