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Look out for Chelmsford College's "Don't Panic" campaign
on social media
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THE IMPORTANCE

OF AMBITION

Darcey Bussell says “If you have enough ambition, you can
create talent.” Ambition - the desire and determination to
achieve success - knowing what you're aiming for and putting
the steps in place to pursue this - is something Chelmsford

College heartily encourages.

At the Student Celebration Week, Principal Andy
Sparks said “We are very proud of the commitment
our students have shown by investing in themselves,
pursuing their dreams and consistently taking action
to make their dreams a reality.”

It's always important to have a plan. Even if that
means you need to be flexible and revise your plan in
order to change course. Knowing you have options is
a reassuring factor in life, especially today and
especially at this crucial part of the year when GCSE
results have been announced and there isn't a huge
window of time left to secure a course of action ready
for September.

Exam results can surprise you - whether that's
performing better than you anticipated or being
pipped at the post by a mark or two and having to
change your plans.

It's what you do from here which counts.

If you aren’t sure what to do following your GCSE
exam results, or if you remain undecided on what
happens next after school, a dedicated team of
impartial careers advisers can offer you their help.
The College runs a “Post Results Service”, also
affectionately known as “Don’t Panic” and you can
“drop-in” anytime between 10am until 2pm from
today until next Friday (excluding the Bank Holiday

Weekend). Alternatively you can call 01245 29 30 31
or email information@chelmsford.ac.uk so you can
confidently choose what to do next.

“We are very proud of the
commitment our students
have shown by investing in
themselves, pursuing their
dreams and consistently
taking action to make their
dreams a reality.”

Andy Sparks, Principal of Chelmsford College

The timeframe between being 16 years old and 18
years old flies past surprisingly fast. There are 174
days in a Chelmsford College academic year. If you
were to join the College and take a two-year course,
that's 348 days which could potentially transform you,
from unskilled, unqualified and unemployed to
skilled, qualified and in a well-paid job with a bunch
of other crucial skills to draw from, for the rest of your

Deputy Principal Caroline Williams and Principal Andy Sparks
welcome Vicky Ford MP for an official visit
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Principal Andy Sparks being filmed by the Media Team at Celebration Week
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life. The confidence which comes from having set
your sights on a career is immense. The value which
comes from investing in yourself at this momentous
age is priceless.

At College, you're amongst likeminded people and
taught by industry professionals. Choosing to study
at College gives you an entirely different experience
compared to your experience of education to date.
You'll gain relevant work related experience and
personal skills which will stand you in good stead
whatever you decide to do next. Did you know
employers view 17-18 year old college leavers as better
prepared for work than school leavers of the same age?

Chelmsford College is at the top of the national
league tables for 16-18 learner progression - this
means students getting jobs, going onto further study
or into Higher Education after completing their
College course. The College has a pass rate of 95+%
and was graded "Good" by Ofsted earlier this year.
Ofsted commended the College for their focus on
innovative teaching and supporting students with
anxiety and individual needs, enabling them to grow
in confidence and independence . The sense of
community at the College and respect students
showed themselves, each other and teachers was also
recognised and praised.

College life is a change of
scene. It's doing things
differently. Opening doors,
unlocking potential...at the
very start of your career.

College life is a change of scene. It's doing things
differently. Opening doors, unlocking potential - it's a
chance to make new friends, gain new skills and
experiences and gain confidence in learning - at the
very start of your career.

Trips are another exciting factor of College life.
Around 95% of Chelmsford College courses include

Plck up a new prospectus

trips which provide a valuable insight into aspects of
the subject you're learning about. This year students
have visited New York, Disneyland Paris and Milan.
Various guest lecturers visit the College to inspire and
share their skills and extra support is on hand should
you need it. You'll also have access to tutors for extra
help with studying and if you didn’t get a grade 4 or
above (or equivalent grade) the College can help you
fast track your English and Maths training so you
won't be held back - you'll be ready for work and all
sorted.

There are lots of extra activities within College life -
there’s “Learner Voice” which is about listening to
students and taking on board changes they'd like to
see happen; there are lunchtime clubs and sport
activities and of course you'll also have access to
thousands of textbooks, e-books and up-to-date
journals, newspapers, magazines and films.

Chelmsford College students get a free breakfast of
cereal, toast and juice from 8am until 9am most days.
There are cafés and a main refectory and from
September a new self-service “Grab and Go” station
will offer sandwiches, pasta pots, fruit bags, protein
pots and a salad bar for those on the move but keen
to eat healthily.

In eleven days’ time you could be joining the College
- ready to embark on an exciting new career and start
a whole new life. However well you've done at
school, you're always welcome to talk with
Chelmsford College about your options.

“Starting College really can be one of those Ay o
stand-out, pivotal moments in your life,” |
Principal Andy Sparks sums up, “... if you have
the ambition - the desire and determination to
achieve success, our whole College team will
do everything they can to help you. We will be
cheering you on from the sidelines as you take
your dream career and turn it into a reality.”

Talk to Chelmsford College today. The Post
Results “Don’t Panic” helpline is available on
01245 29 30 31 or visit for drop-in sessions
from today until next Friday, every day from
10am until 2pm excluding the Bank Holiday
Weekend. For more information please visit
www.chelmsford.ac.uk or email
information@chelmsford.ac.uk
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The Catering Team at Chelmsford College
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