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The Learner Support Fund is available to help students who are finding it difficult to commence or continue their study through financial hardship.  All full-time students may apply to the fund but to be eligible for support they must be classified as a ‘home’ student for fee assessment purposes, enrolled on a Learning and Skills Council (LSC) funded course and be in receipt (or dependent on someone who is) of one of the benefits or low income detailed below:
Job Seekers Allowance
Income Support
Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) (must be income related – subject to Government review)
Working Tax Credit (annual income for tax credit purposes not exceeding £15,050 - subject to Government review) 
n.b. Child Tax Credit on its own is not a relevant benefit.
Pension Credit (must include Guarantee Credit)

Council Tax Benefit

Housing Benefit
Low Income Assessment
Where appropriate, the funds will be paid by cheque to a third party, not directly to the student.
Application forms must be completed and benefit or low income evidence provided.  
The Learner Support Fund may be used to support students with the following:

Tuition fees:  
With evidence of low income, £150 towards the cost can be applied for. 
Compulsory course costs / materials:  

If in receipt of a relevant benefit compulsory course costs or materials may be paid from the fund. Preferably payment will be made to a third party but costs will be reimbursed on production of a receipt.  For those not in receipt of a benefits, cases of financial hardship will be assessed individually.
Travel:  
In accordance with LSC Discretionary Funding guidelines applications for assistance with travel costs should be made to the Local Education Authority.  However, payment of the contribution towards the college travel scheme may be made providing you live further than 1.5 miles from the campus on which you will study, Chelmsford College is the nearest learning provider offering the course and/or there are exceptional circumstances which require reasonable adjustments to the policy.

For more information please refer to the Travel Policy
Discretionary Award:  
Not available to those eligible to receive an Adult Learning Grant.

Payments will be made in 2 stages - 1st payment w/c 6 October - 2nd payment w/c 9 February.  

To receive the 2nd payment a 90% attendance must have been achieved during the preceeding period.  Also, evidence that the applicant is still in receipt of a relevant benefit/low income must be provided.

Childcare:  
Students must be in receipt of a relevant benefit.  Childcare providers must be registered with Ofsted on the Early Years Register and/ or the compulsory part of the General Childcare Register.  Where a childcare provider is related to the child, for example a grandmother or aunt, that childcare provider must also prove they are providing registered childcare services for other children – subject to Government review.  Assistance will be 90% of the total cost minus available Government funding to a maximum of £30 per day.    Details of times and costs must be supplied in advance on headed paper containing the carers registration details.  Payment will be made in arrears monthly or half termly, if preferred, on receipt of an invoice from the carer.  A cheque made payable to the carer must be signed for by the student.  Satisfactory attendance checks must be achieved and periodic benefit evidence provided for the assistance to continue to the end of the academic year.
Discretionary Payments: 
Support to Learners who are experiencing exceptional financial difficulty meeting costs associated with learning.  
Students wishing to apply can collect application forms from room 131 (1st floor).  If you require advice or information please contact Lynne Sterry at sterryl@chelmsford-college.ac.uk or on extn 3404 who will be happy to discuss any issues relating to the applications.
Financial assistance is subject to the availability of funds.
This policy applies to the academic year 2009/2010 and is reviewed annually.
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