[image: image1.jpg]z Chelmsford College





LEARNER SUPPORT FUND POLICY 2009/2010
Part-time Students

The Learner Support Fund is available to help students who are finding it difficult to commence or continue their study through financial hardship.  All part-time students may apply to the fund but to be eligible for support they must be classified as a ‘home’ student for fee assessment purposes, enrolled on a Learning and Skills Council (LSC) funded course and be in receipt (or dependent on someone who is) of one of the benefits or low income detailed below:

Job Seekers Allowance

Income Support

Employment and Support Allowance – ESA (must be income related and is subject to Government review)
Working Tax Credits (annual income for tax credit purposes not exceeding £15,050 and is subject to Government review) 

n.b. Child Tax Credit on its own is not a relevant benefit.

Pension Credit (must include Guarantee Credit)

Council Tax Benefit

Housing Benefit

Low Income Assessment (for help towards tuition fees only)

Application forms must be completed, signed and benefit evidence provided.

Where appropriate the funds will be paid to a third party, not to directly to the student.

The Learner Support Fund may be used to support students with the following:
Tuition fees:
If in receipt of a low income, assistance with 50% of the tuition fee can be applied for (to a maximum of £150).

Registration/examination fees:

If in receipt of a relevant benefit and where appropriate, the Fund can assist students with registration / examination fees (not re-sits).

Books / Materials /Course Costs:

If in receipt of a relevant benefit the cost of books, materials or compulsory course costs may be paid out of the Fund to a maximum of £50 per year.  Preferably payment by cheque will be made to third party but costs will be reimbursed on production of a receipt.

Childare:

Students must be in receipt of a relevant benefit.  Childcare providers must be registered with Ofsted on the Early Years Register and/or the compulsory part of the General Childcare Register.  Where a childcare provider is related to the child, for example a grandmother or aunt, that childcare provider must also prove they are providing registerd childcare services for other children – subject to Government review.  This will be paid at 75% of the total cost minus any available Government funding to a maximum of £30 per day per child.
Details of times and costs involved must be supplied in advance on headed paper and contain the carers registration details.  Payment will be made in arrears monthly or half termly if preferred on receipt of an invoice from the carer.  A cheque made payable to the carer must be signed for by the student.  Satisfactory attendance checks must be achieved and up to date benefit evidence provided periodically for the assistance to continue to the end of the academic year.
Students wishing to apply should collect or request an application form from room 131.  If you require advice or information please contact Lynne Sterry on ext 3404 or at sterryl@chelmsford-college.ac.uk
This policy applies to the academic year 2009/2010 and is reviewed annually.

All financial assistance is subject to the availability of funds.
Learner Support Fund Policy (PT) AccPolPT

