Media release
Chelmsford College has achieved the highest rating among colleges in mid Essex after its recent Ofsted inspection.
The 4,000-student college achieved an overall ‘good’ grade in the report which highlighted and commended its high and improving success rates.
The college, which has its main campus in Moulsham Street, Chelmsford, was praised for its strong and effective management, its highly effective support for students who need extra help, its highly effective quality checks and for the way it strives to make continuing improvements.
The 23 page report also highlighted key strengths in positive and productive working between teachers and students, good development of vocational skills for students and support for students from all backgrounds. 

However, the report says the college has inconsistencies in its work with employers and that it has some ‘outdated and inflexible’ buildings.

College Principal, David Law, said: “This report clearly shows that the college has many significant strengths.  We take particular pride both in our high and improving success rates and the support we give to students from a wide range of social and educational backgrounds.
“We are not complacent despite achieving an Ofsted grade of ‘good’. We confidently expect to reach the highest grade ‘outstanding’ by the time of the next inspection.”
The report says that the college’s standards are good with success rates high on most courses and that there have been rapid improvements since the previous inspection. Success rates are well above average across the whole college and, in some areas, such as distance learning for adult students working the care sector, these rates are described as “very high”
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The success of 14 to 16-year-old students was noted positively, with most moving to advanced courses. Engineering students are praised for ‘particularly high levels of competence in practical skills’.
Support for students with extra learning needs, including dyslexia, is good with success rates ‘very high’. This comes despite a major funding cut last year when the college was criticised for reshaping its additional learning support department.
College leadership and management is awarded a ‘good’ grade by Ofsted which points to the college’s quality control system contributing to its increased success rates. 
The report says the college has outstanding financial control and offers good value for money. 
Chelmsford College employs 450 staff. It has campuses in Moulsham Street, Copleston Court and Princes Road in Chelmsford. 
Other colleges in the area only achieved a ‘satisfactory’ mark following the latest Ofsted inspections.
Ofsted markings are: outstanding, good, satisfactory and inadequate
The full Ofsted report, published on Friday, June 19, can be viewed on the Chelmsford College website: www.chelmsford-college.ac.uk
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