
CHELMSFORD COLLEGE CELEBRATE 
THEIR LATEST OFSTED RESULTS
Governors, staff, students and apprentices are celebrating today after receiving the 
news that Chelmsford College has been graded “Good” in their recent inspection.
The Ofsted report was published in 
February and graded Chelmsford 
College as “Good” unanimously across 
the board.

Nine inspectors spent four days at the 
College, taking into account 
self-assessment reports, development 
plans and the previous inspection 
report. Groups and individuals were 
interviewed in person and by 
telephone and online questionnaires 
gathered views of learners and 
employers. Lessons and tutorials were 
observed by inspectors in College and 
a range of workplaces.

It is important for education providers 
to be monitored regularly to ensure 
the standards of teaching and training 
remain high. For Chelmsford College 
this meant an opportunity to be 
assessed on progress made.

Andy Sparks, Principal of Chelmsford 
College says “The Ofsted inspection 
represented an opportunity for our 
collective hard work to be formally 
recognised and to propel us towards 
our goal of outstanding. We are 
delighted to be acknowledged for high 
quality leadership, management and 
innovative teaching.”

Caroline Williams, Deputy Principal of 
Chelmsford College and Nominee as 
part of the Ofsted inspection team says 
“We are good because we do the right 
things for our students and apprentices. 

Ofsted has validated our College’s 
success, it has highlighted our student 
and apprentices’ success and 
acknowledged the care we are proud 
to have in place to nurture and unlock 
our students’ potential.”

Last year, the pass rate for 16 to 18 
year olds was 95% and for 19+ it was 
97%. Although success is important, 
the College is the first to say it isn’t an 
academic hot house. There is a sense 
that it’s just as important to ensure 
individuals feel happy, confident and 
self-assured as it is to gain the right 
skills, attitude and qualifications, ready 
for work and life. The Ofsted report 
recognised the skills Chelmsford 
College students and apprentices 
developed were valued by employers.

“Life beyond college in modern Britain 
is so much more than qualifications. 
We’re really happy the report has 
recognised the support we provide for 
students and apprentices to achieve 
their full potential academically and 
that we prepare them for work, 
citizenship and adulthood.” said Marco 
Iciek, Director for Learner 
Development and Inclusion.

One of the key findings from the 
Ofsted report was “The large majority 
of teachers provide stimulating 
teaching activities which are purposeful 
and enable most learners to make 
good progress.”

Penny Petch, Director for Teaching, 
Learning and Quality at the College 
says “We’ve invested time and effort in 
developing a learning strategy which 
brings out the best in staff and 
students. We created a new strategy 
with five key expectations of teachers. 
By our teachers meeting these five key 
elements we enable our learners to 
excel.”

The report commended the leadership 
team for having high expectations and 
aspirations of staff, students and 
apprentices praising their good focus 
on the craft of teaching. Ofsted also 
recognised the support available to 

students with significant anxiety issues 
and individual needs which enabled 
them to grow in independence and 
confidence.

Inclusivity was a big theme running 
through the process and report. The 
sense of community and respect 
students showed themselves, each 
other and teachers was recognised and 
praised. Marco Iciek says “We are 
proud our students behave so well and 
demonstrate a good work ethic.”

The quality and value placed on work 
experience, opportunities for 
additional qualifications and 
attendance rates were highlighted and 
it was felt these factors contributed to 
students gaining good skills 
recognised by industry. The report 
noted that almost all Chelmsford 
College students and apprentices 
progressed into meaningful 
employment or further study, which 
supported FE Week recently ranking 
the College at top of the national 
league table for 16 - 18 learner 
progression.

The Governors’ commitment to the 
success of the College was 
acknowledged within the report. Elaine 
Oddie, Chair of Governors says “The 
Governors are very pleased that the 
hard work of the management, staff 
and students throughout the College 
has been recognised by Ofsted. We 
are proud of the response from all staff 
in rising to the challenge that the 
Governors have given them. The 
Governors and College Senior Leaders 

share high expectations for further 
improvements to the quality of 
learning and outcomes for students. 
We want Chelmsford College to 
enable everyone in mid-Essex to 
realise their full potential and progress 
to their chosen career.”

The College is currently welcoming 
applications from Senior Managers who 
excel in their professional field to join 
the Governing Body and to become part 
of the College’s success moving forward.

If you’re interested in finding out more 
about Chelmsford College you are 
warmly invited to visit at the next Open 
Evening on Monday 30 April from 
6.00pm until 8.30pm. More details can 
be found on the website 
www.chelmsford.ac.uk

“Overall we couldn’t be happier with 
this report,” Principal Andy Sparks says 
in summary. 

“It recognises the areas we have 
strived to improve upon and 
acknowledges the high standards 
we’ve come to expect. We intend to 
develop our excellent teaching 
practices further and continue our 
support programmes to ensure we care 
for every individual student and 
apprentice, to the best of our ability.”

“We enable our 
learners to excel.”

“We couldn’t be 
happier with this 
report.”

“An opportunity for 
our collective hard 
work to be formally 
recognised.”
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